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Description: 

Flabellites biforaminis THIERSTEIN, 1973 

Figs. 1-12 - Flabellites biforaminis n. sp. DSDP 
Leg 14-137-16-3, 94 em. 1) Scanning electron 
micrograph of the distal side, holotype [5016] A 945. 
2) Phase contrast, same specimen as Fig. 1. 3) 
Transmitted light, same specimen as Fig. 1. 4) Cross
polarized light, same specimen as Fig. 1) 5) Phase 
contrast, same specimen as Fig. 6. 6) Scanning 
electron micrograph of the proximal side, paratype 
[ 4999] A 946. 7) Transmitted light, same specimen 
as Fig. 6. 8) Cross-polarized light, same specimen 
as Fig. 6. 9) Phase contrast, same specimen as 
Fig. 12. 11) Cross-polarized light, same specimen as 
as Fig. 12. 12) Scanning electron micrograph of the 
proximal side, para type [5024] A 947. (1, 6, 12: 

X 4300; 2-5, 7-11: X 2100). 

Flabellites 
biforaminis 

Diagnosis: The proximal shield consists of 28-40 slightly dextrally imbricated 
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radial elements. The wider distal shield consists of two cycles of about the 
same number of dextrally imbricated, and slightly counterclockwise inclined 
radial elements when viewed from distal side. The inner cycle may be partly 
enlarged. In those parts of the coccolith where the elongated elements of the 
inner distal cycle leave the elliptic outer margin, the elements of the original 
outer distal cycle are completely fused with the elongated elements of the original 
inner cycle. 
In the granulate central field, two circular perforations in the long axis of the 
ellipse are separated by a bridge formed by four small calcite crystals arranged 
in a diagonal cross. 

Maximum diameter: 5,8- 8,5 p.m. 

Remarks: 

Under crossed nicols, the small diagonal central cross m the most characteristic 
feature of this species (see Figs. 4, 8, 11). 

Type level: 

Upper Aptian - Upper Cenomanian. 

Type locality: 

Distribution: France, Switzerland, Atlantic. 

Depository: 

Naturhistorisches Museum Basel, Switzerland. 
Holotype: [5016] A 945. 
Paratype: [4999]A946, [5024] A947. 

Author: 

Thierstein H. R., 1973, p. 41; pl. 5, figs. 1-12. 

Reference: 

Lower Cretaceous Calcareous Nannoplankton Biostratigraphy. Abh. Geol. Bun
desanst., Wien, vol. 29, pp. 1-52, 6 pls. 
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